How do seniors use their prescription drug discount cards?
This study examines how seniors enrolled in a major national prescription drug discount program used their cards in the year before the Medicare discount card program's implementation, to establish baseline information. Seniors who actively enrolled relied heavily on the card for their purchases. They saved 20 percent overall but still spent more than dollar 1,300 annually on prescriptions, on average. Fewer than half of those who were automatically enrolled as a free Medigap benefit used the card. This suggests that some had other options or that more effort is needed to assure that seniors understand the value of drug savings programs and how to use them.